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Municipal Electric Power Association of Virginia 

Minutes of the Board 

May 22, 2020 

Electronic Meeting   

 

President Stover called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. A roll call was conducted by 

Secretary/Treasurer Sandra Harrington.     

 

Members present: Mike Stover, MEPAV President/Culpeper; Kevin Blankenship, 

Richlands; Mark Bly, Franklin; Don Bowman, BVU; A.K. Briele, Salem; Rob Glen, VTES; 

Matt Hagy, VTES; Philip Haley, Danville; Sandy Harrington, VML/MEPAV; David 

Jenkins, Front Royal; Durwin Joyce, Martinsville; Tim Logwood, Radford; Brian O’Dell, 

Harrisonburg; Glenn Simpson, Manassas; John Wagner, Bedford. 

There was a quorum of voting members present.      

 

Additional attendees: Thomas Dick, Consultant and Alice Wolfe, BRPA   

 

There was a motion by Brian O’Dell, seconded by AK Briele to approve the minutes of the 

February 20, 2020 Board meeting. The motion was unanimously approved.  

  

I. Report of the President   

President Stover encouraged individuals to reach out to each other, wanted to thank everyone for 

their input related to the Annual Conference.  Thanked Sandy for the work on the conference. 

President Stover indicated that in February he was unaware that BVU also had achieved an 

award and wanted to recognize them for achieving the 1st Place Safety Award as well as 

achieving RP3 designation this year.  President Stover congratulated both Harrisonburg and 

BVU on their achievement and wanted to ensure both utilities were recognized for their hard 

work.  

  

President Stover announced that Mark Bly will be retiring as of August 1st, making this his last 

MEPAV meeting.  President Stover stated it has been a pleasure to work with and for him for 20 

years and stated that Bly had previously served as the MEPAV President 2005-2007. 

 

II. Report of the Secretary-Treasurer  

Sandy Harrington reported there was in increase in Associate Members since the February Board 

meeting, with 40 Associate Members (59 people) representing those 40 businesses.   

 

Due to the COVID 19, the Annual Conference was cancelled. All registrants were offered a 

refund or a credit. $4,700 in credits will need to be applied to the 2021 Conference and is e 

reflected in the FY21 budget.  Additionally, accounting codes 4050 (conference registrations) 

and 4055 (conference contributions) were combined for accounting purposes reflecting just one 

accounting code for conference revenue. 
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As of April 30, the Association had $54,544 in cash and $91,000 in LGIP for total assets of 

$144,544. 

 

III. Reports of Committees 

 

Engineering and Operations 

Chair Durwin Joyce asked for discussion from the group on their feelings about moving forward 

with plans for the Fall E&O.  A.K. Briele suggested this issue be addressed at the August Board 

meeting.  Brian O’Dell asked what would the cost be to cancel, Sandy Harrington stated she will 

review the contract, but would be in the thousands and suggested if the meeting is to be cancelled 

the best approach would be a commitment to reschedule in 2021 in lieu of cancellation, she also 

stated she has been in contact with the Hotel Madison regarding the situation.  

 

Durwin stated he will reach out to some of the presenters to let them know the status and will 

finalize a decision on the Fall E&O at the August 20 MEPAV Board meeting.  

 

President Stover indicated some members preferred to Golf on the 29th and have the MEPAV 

Board meeting in November.  

 

Legislative Update   

Tom Dick reported that because of the ongoing public health crisis, the General Assembly will 

meet again this summer in a special Session to consider changes to the state budget. He noted 

that there likely will be significant spending reductions. 

  

He said that the past legislative session was very active, with almost 4000 bills introduced. There 

were 172 bills of interest to MEPAV and 91 of these were enacted into law. He noted that 

legislation putting municipals under the State Corporation Commission (SCC) failed to pass. A 

proposal to completely deregulate electricity markets in Virginia failed. The Virginia Green New 

Deal legislation, that would have required 80% renewable power in 2028 and 100% renewable 

power by 2036, also failed to pass. 

  

The major Virginia Clean Economy Act (VCEA), which sets a mandatory renewable portfolio 

standard, energy efficiency standards, a requirement for offshore wind energy and onshore wind 

and solar, passed. The VCEA applies only to Dominion and APCO. He reported that he was 

successful in amending the legislation so that the Percentage of Income Payment Program (PIPP) 

provisions applied only to Dominion and APCO. 

  

He also noted that legislation continuing the Commission on Electric Utility Regulation passed. 

He said that legislators who advocated for deregulation of electricity markets want their 

legislation studied. He reported that the Virginia Poverty Law Center wants to meet with 

MEPAV later this year to talk about expanding PIPP or a program like it in the areas served by 

MEPAV members. 
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Tom stated that July is the start of his 24th year with MEPAV and he appreciates the opportunity 

to continue to work with the group.  

 

President Stover clarified that the Governor did sign the budget this week, Tom confirmed that 

he has, because of the uncertainty sometime this summer they will meet to adjust.  

 

IV. New Business 

 

VMEA Update- Glenn Simpson 

Glenn Simpson stated that VMEA is composed of seven (7) municipalities that have joined to 

procure their electricity requirements.  VMEA has a full requirements formula rate contract with 

Dominion Energy to provide those requirements.  In 2019 completed the ninth (9th) year of a 

twenty (20) year contract.  In 2019, VMEA had a peak load of 299.86 MW and used 1,496, 357 

MHW of energy.  During 2019, VMEA dealt with many of the same issues with Dominion that 

you may have seen in the news including ash pond clean-up, early coal plant retirements, and 

moving from a 1-CP to a 12-CP formula for transmission costs as well as some accounting 

issues.  For the most part VMEA has resolved these issues.  In fact, VMEA members have three 

of the lowest residential rates in the state and one member, Harrisonburg, has announced they are 

lowering their rates for the coming year. 

BRPA Update-Alice Wolfe 

Alice Wolfe reported FY2019, 3 million MWh of sales.  APCO members are looking at contract 

expiration of 2026 and 2027 starting to think about what they will do for the next contract cycle.  

Danville will be ending their BRPA membership on June 30 and the Town of Front Royal will 

be re-joining on July 1.  

Alice stated she has been working with the Town of Bedford looking at getting an outage 

management system and doing some research for John Wagner, she will be happy to share her 

findings with the group if anyone is interested.  

 

FY21 Assessments-President Stover 

Brian O’Dell made a motion, seconded by Mark Bly to set MEPAV dues the same as the dues 

amount from last year.  Unanimously approved.  

 

FY21 Budget-Sandy Harrington 

Sandy Harrington reviewed the FY21 Proposed budget provided a part of the Board packet.  

There was a motion to approve by the proposed budget by AK Briele, seconded by Tim 

Logwood. Unanimously approved.   

 

Election of officers-Nominations Committee  

Brian O’Dell presented the recommendations from the nominations committee for the MEPAV 

20/21 Officers as follows: President Mike Stover, Vice President Durwin Joyce and Executive 

Committee: David Jenkins, Brian O’Dell and Tim Logwood.  President Stover asked if there on 

were any nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from the floor. There was a 
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motion by Glenn Simpson, seconded by Mark Bly to accept the recommendations of the 

nominations committee – unanimously approved 

 

Future Board Meeting Dates 

August 20, 2020 at the Charlottesville Holiday Inn or virtually if the Board is unable to meet in 

person at that time; will finalize Fall E&O (cancel or finalize agenda and registration 

information)  

 

V. Additions to the agenda 

Matt Hagy asked about the FLL Scholarship, President Stover confirmed that the donation had 

been made this year, Sandy Harrington reported Kevin Dyson wanted to extend their 

appreciation for the donation.  

 

Mark Bly made a motion to adjourn, President Stover stated it has been a pleasure, he is going to 

miss him and his laughter.  President Stover made a motion to make Mark Bly an Honorary 

MEPAV member, seconded by Brian O’Dell, and unanimously approved. Bly stated he 

appreciated everyone’s help the last 20 years.  

 

Sandy Harrington to send out a list of all Honorary members, want to make sure we have contact 

information for that that some might be aware of  

 

Mark Bly made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Matt Hagy, to adjourn, unanimously agreed.  

 

The meeting was adjourned by President Stover at 11:23 a.m. 

 


