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Preamble to Constitution 

Adopted November 11, 1980 
 

ealizing the proper public service in the Electric Industry requires constant study, 
cooperation and interchange of ideas, and further realizing that all electric utilities may 
be helpful to one another in the highly specialized fields of generation, transmission and 
distribution; the Municipal Electric Power 

Association of Virginia has been formed with one of its main purposes being to foster a 
continuing spirit of cooperation among the various Virginia municipalities operating their own 
electric utilities and the various privately owned and cooperatively owned utilities that supply, in 
many cases, most of the energy distributed by the municipalities.   
The Municipal Electric Power Association of Virginia will ever strive to get and to give a full 
measure of cooperation and improved service to those it serves. 

 

 
 

Article I. Name 

Constitution 
January 1, 1999 

The name of this organization shall be the Municipal Electric Power Association of Virginia. 

Article II. Purpose 

The purpose of the organization shall be to promote through investigation, discussion and cooperative 
effort the interest and welfare of the municipalities of the Commonwealth of Virginia that operate 
electric power systems and to promote a closer relationship among all electric power utilities to the 
end that the public may be provided a better standard of service. 

Article III. Membership and Dues 

Section 1. Membership in this organization shall consist of three four 
classes: Active 
Joint Action 
Associate 
Honorary 

 
Section 2. Active membership shall consist of Virginia council members, the governing body of a 
Virginia municipal electric utility and individuals who are engaged in their operation or the chief 
administrative officer of such. 

 
None shall be admitted to Active membership in the Association without first having signed a 
written application for membership, which shall be presented by the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
to the Executive Committee for recommendation, with membership dependent upon the majority 
vote of the Association in regular business assembly. 

 
Section 3. Joint Action membership shall consist of such person or persons who are employed 
by and/or designated by such an organization to represent the interests of its members. 
Qualifying organizations would 



 

 

be those in which all members are Virginia municipal governments of Boards/Commissions 
authorized by same which operate electric utility systems. This class of membership would not 
have a vote in Association matters but would enjoy all other benefits of the “Active” class of 
membership. 
 
None shall be admitted to Joint Action membership in the Association without first having signed a 
written application for membership, which shall be presented by the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
to the Executive Committee for recommendation, with membership dependent upon the majority 
vote of the Association in regular business assembly. 

 
Section 4. Associate membership shall consist of persons, firms, or corporations engaged in or closely 
allied with the generation, transmission or distribution of electric energy; manufacturers and suppliers 
of utility equipment; or members of municipalities not engaged in operating electric systems. 
 
None shall be admitted to Associate membership in the Association without first having signed a 
written application for membership, which shall be presented by the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
to the Executive Committee for action. 

 
Section 5. Honorary membership shall consist of such persons who may be duly elected by the 
majority of voting members present in regular business Assembly. Honorary members shall 
pay no dues. 

 
Section 6. The membership fees shall be as set forth by the Executive Committee and approved 
by a majority of the members present and voting at any called meeting of the Association. 

 
Section 7. Any lobbying expenses incurred by the organization shall be allocated to the “Active 
member” class of membership support (dues and assessments.) 

 

Article IV. Voting 

Section 1. Only Active members shall be allowed to vote. 
 

Section 2. In voting, only one vote will be counted from each member utility represented 
regardless of how many Active members are present, on all matters to be voted on; and the 
designation of a voting delegate shall be handled by each utility. 

 
Article V. Officers 

 
Section 1. The officers of the Association shall be: 

President 
Vice-President 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

 
Section 2. The President and the Vice-President shall be Active members in good standing and shall 
be elected at the Annual Conference of the Association. The Executive Secretary-Treasurer shall be 
ex officio the person who is appointed by the Executive Director of the Virginia Municipal League. 

 

Article VI. Standing Committees 
The Standing Committees shall consist of: 



 

 

 
(1) An Executive Committee, to be composed of the President, Vice-President and three 
committee members who shall be Active members in good standing elected at the Annual 
Conference. The duties of the Executive Committee shall be to meet quarterly  as  needed,  to 
supervise the management of all affairs of the Association, subject to the action of the Association. 

 
(2) A Legislative Committee, to be composed of three or more Active members appointed by the 
President. The duties of the Legislative Committee shall be to consider and report upon existing 
or proposed laws as to their effect upon member electric systems and to urge the enactment of such 
legislation as the Association may 
approve. 

 
(3) An Engineering and Operations Committee, to be composed by a chairperson appointed 
annually by the President. The duties of the Engineering and Operations Committee shall be to 
conduct workshops and training and to make recommendations as requested by the Executive 
Committee or President. 

 

Article VII. Election of Officers 

Section 1. Each year prior to the Annual Conference, a Nominating committee consisting of 
three Active members will be determined by means of a random drawing of the names of the 
Active member utilities with representatives not currently serving on the Executive Committee. 
The drawing will be carried out by the Executive Secretary-Treasurer prior to the meeting before 
the Annual Conference. The Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer will advise the member utilities so selected, and each will appoint an individual from 
their utility to serve on the Nominating Committee. Executive Committee members may not 
serve on the Nominating Committee. 
The Nominating Committee shall consist of the Executive Committee who will select a slate of officers 
for nomination prior to the Annual Conference; and check that those individuals who are selected will 
be willing to serve. In making selections, the Nominating Committee will take into consideration only 
the best interests of the Association, and no attempt will necessarily be made to rotate officers on or 
off the Executive Committee or into the offices of President and Vice-President. Members currently 
serving as officers may be re-nominated if this is felt by the Nominating Committee to be in the best 
interest of the Association. 

 
Section 2. Nominations may be made from the floor at the time the Nominating Committee makes 
its report at the Annual Conference. 

 
Section 3. The election of officers shall take place at the Annual Conference by a majority vote of the 
voting Active members present. 

 
Section 4. In case of a vacancy of office, the President or the Executive Committee shall have the 
power to fill the same for the unexpired term. 

 

Article VIII. Meetings 

Meetings of the Association shall be held semi-annually, or at such other times as the Executive 
Committee may determine, after notice of not less than five days. The President, the Executive 
Committee or any five Active members at large may call an additional meeting if they deem it 
to be necessary. 

 



 

 

Article IX. Amendments 

Section 1. The Executive Committee or any five Active members in good standing may by petition 
to the Executive Secretary-Treasurer indicate a desired change which must be presented for 
discussion at the next regular business meeting of the Association. Proposed amendments or repeal 
of this Constitution shall be mailed to the entire membership at least 10 days prior to any vote. 

 
Section 2. Amendments to or repeal of this Constitution may be made during any regular 
business meeting of the Association by a two-thirds vote of all member utilities represented 
with Active members present and voting. 

 

Article X. Adoption 

This Constitution shall be in full force and effect from and after its approval by a majority of the 
voters of the member utilities represented with Active members present and voting at any regular 
business meeting. 



 

 

 
 
Article I Officers 

BY- LAWs 

 

The duties of the officers of this Association shall be such as by general usage are indicated by the title of the 
office. The President shall appoint such committees as may be necessary. The Executive Committee shall act 
in the capacity of directors and shall supervise and control the affairs of the Association. 

 

Article II 

The Executive Secretary-Treasurer shall transact the necessary financial business of the Association, keeping a 
complete record of all transactions which shall be submitted for an independent audit annually. 

 

Article III 

At all regular business meetings of the Association, the order of business shall be as follows, but may be 
suspended by a majority of the Active members present: 

(1) Report of the Executive Secretary-Treasurer; (2) Report of the President; (3) Reports of committees; (4) 
Unfinished business; (5) New business; (6) Election of officers (last regular business meeting of the Association 
during the fiscal year) and (7) Adjournment. 

 

Article IV 

The fiscal year shall date from July 1 to June 30. 
 

Article V 

The time and place of the Annual Conference shall be decided by the Association at the fall business meeting. 
 

Article VI 

The By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the member utilities represented with Active members 
present and voting at any regular business meeting with at least 10 days prior written notice. 

 

Article VII 

Any action to be voted on shall require a motion, a second, discussion and a majority vote prior to action by 
the Association unless otherwise specified by the Constitution or By-Laws. 
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