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August 9, 2019 

 

SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Payman Dehghanian 

George Washington University 

800 22nd St. NW 

Science and Engineering Hall, Suite 6630 

Washington DC, 20052-0066 

payman@gwu.edu 

 

SUBJECT: Notification of winning entry under the U.S. Department of Energy Office 

of Electricity’s Electricity Industry Technology and Practices Innovation 

Challenge prize competition  

 

Dear Payman Dehghanian: 

 

I am pleased to provide this update on your submission to the Electricity Industry 

Technology and Practices Innovation Challenge (EITPIC) prize competition.  The U.S. 

Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Electricity (OE) has completed its evaluation of 

your EITPIC submission: 

 

Smart Measurement Units for Online Situational Awareness in Power Grids 

George Washington University 

 

Congratulations, your submission has been selected for a Tier 1 Silver award with a 

prize amount of $50,000.  My office is finalizing the announcement details now, but we 

are embargoing any public announcement of your award until 1 PM Eastern Time on 

Wednesday, August 14, 2019.  Meredith Braselman and Rusty Perrin of OE’s 

communications team will be in touch in the near future to discuss the announcement. 

 

In the meantime, please complete the following items and submit to DOE no later than 

September 9, 2019: 

 

- ACH Banking Information Form (https://pay.gov/public/form/start/18573422)  

- W9 Form (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf) 

 

In order to receive your prize payment, you must have a valid and active Data Universal 

Numbering System (DUNS) registration in the System for Award Management (SAM) at 

https://www.sam.gov.  DOE will confirm your registration is current before payment can 

be issued.  Receiving your prize payment is contingent upon fulfilling all requirements 

contained in the EITPIC Rules and this letter.  Prizes awarded under this competition will 
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be paid by electronic funds transfer and may be subject to federal income taxes.  DOE 

will comply with the Internal Revenue Service withholding and reporting requirements, 

where applicable. 

 

Once the required forms are received and verified, we anticipate that you will receive 

prize payment by September 30, 2019.  You must be responsive during this process (i.e., 

provide requested documentation) and meet the stated deadlines.  Failure to submit the 

requested information by the stated due date may cause DOE to cancel the prize payment 

and rescind this decision.   

 

Please send the requested documents or any questions via email to 

OEElectricityChallenge@netl.doe.gov.   

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce J. Walker 

Assistant Secretary 

Office of Electricity 
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