
Municipal Electric Power As sociation of Virginia 
Minutes of the Board 

May 24, 2019    
Virginia Beach, Virginia  

 
Members present: AK. Briele, Salem; Mark Bly, Franklin; Robert Glenn, VTES; Matt 
Hagy, VTES; Jason Grey, Danville; Philip Haley, Danville; Sandra Harrington, 
Secretary/Treasurer; David Jenkins, Front Royal; Durwin Joyce, Martinsville; Tim 
Logwood, Radford; Brian O’Dell, Harrisonburg; Delia Patterson, APPA; Glenn Simpson, 
Manassas; Mike Stover, Culpeper; Alice Wolfe, BRPA;  
  
Also present: Tom Dick, Legislative Consultant and Steve Pearson, MEPAV Counsel, 
Spiegel and McDiarmid 
 
President Briele called the meeting to order 10:14 a.m. 
 

I. Report of the President   
President Briele indicated that MEPAV had a proposal from the Hilton Garden Inn (HGI) for the 
next 2 years to host the Annual meeting. There was a motion by Mark Bly, seconded by Durwin 
Joyce to return to the HGI for the MEPAV Annual meeting and sign a contract for the next 2 
years, the vote was unanimously approved.  Sandy Harrington will work with the HGI to ensure 
the contract is negotiated and signed. There was a motion to approve the minutes of March 21, 
2019 meeting of the MEPAV Board by Brian O’Dell and seconded by Mark Bly, the was 
unanimously approved.     
 

II. Report of the Secretary-Treasurer  
Sandy Harrington reported there were over 100 registered attendees for the Annual meeting and 
50 who participated in the Annual Golf Tournament.  Sandy also indicated the Member 
Directory was distributed to participants at the conference.  The directory will be updated with 
the new officers and new by-laws, then placed on the MEPAV website.  Sandy indicated that an 
agreement had been reached with the Inn at Virginia Tech for the Fall E&O and registration 
would open pending discussion on Workshop registration fee.  There was discussion and an 
agreement to charge $50 per participant, with no charge for speakers. The registration will be 
created and provided to MEPAV as soon as possible, the room block is available now and this 
information was also provided to conference attendees.  Sandy deferred the financial report until 
the budget portion of the agenda.  

 
III. Committee Reports  
1. Engineering and Operations 

Committee Chair Durwin Joyce reported that last year there were 55 attendees at the Fall E&O in 
Martinsville, this year the E&O will be at the Inn at Virginia Tech and for individuals to send 



any suggested topics/speakers to Durwin for the agenda by the first week of August, to be 
reviewed and discussed at the August MEPAV Board meeting.  
 

2. Legislative Report   
Tom Dick gave a summary of the 2019 General Assembly Session. He noted that there were 
over 100 electric utility related bills introduced this year.  Among the bills considered were 
proposals dealing with energy efficiency, net metering, transmission lines, 3rd party power 
purchasing agreements, utility related environmental matters, electric utility rate regulation, 
energy related taxes, coal combustion residuals (coal ash) and broadband.  40 measures were 
approved and all of the bad utility bills failed, including one that would have required 80 percent 
of all power sold after 2028 to be from clean generation sources with 100 percent from clean 
sources after 2036.   
 
He highlighted two bills of particular interest to MEPAV members. Legislation allowing local 
governments that are retail customers of Dominion and APCO to do a limited amount of net 
metering passed. He met with the bill’s patron before the measure was introduced to revise the 
bill so that it did not apply to the retail customers of the municipal electric utilities.  He also 
noted major changes to the net metering provisions applied to the electric cooperatives. Among 
other things, that bill will change the amount of net metering allowed by the cooperatives to 5%, 
transitioning to 9% in 5 years. The co-ops would also be allowed to institute demand charges 
with net metering.  
 
He reported that later this year, the Rubin Solar Energy Work Group would continue meeting to 
consider amendments to the state’s statutes dealing with solar energy. He noted that the 
Commission on Electric Utility Regulation is also expected to meet to consider Dominion 
progress on coal ash cleanup and the electric utility deregulation proposal recently put forward 
by the Virginia Energy Reform Coalition. 
He noted that all 140 seats of the General Assembly are up for election this year and that it is 
possible that significant changes in the legislature will mean a greater number of bills introduced 
impacting MEPAV members.  
 

IV. Old Business 
 
FCC Ruling 
President Briele reported that we had an updated on the status of the FCC Ruling and the filing 
of an Amicus Brief during the general session on May 23, 2019 from Jim Horwood and Michelle 
Gowdy.  
 

V. New Business  
 
FY20 Budget 
Sandy Harrington provided an update on the MEPAV year to date financial report (as of April 
30, 2019) MEPAV had $60,446 in cash, $91,000 in the LGIP for total of $151,000.  Year end 
was projected financial position- $55,000 cash, $91,000 LGIP for a total of $146,036; and year 



end net revenue of -2,241.  Handouts were distributed as part of the board packet to include 
proposed FY20 Budget (including FY19YTD actuals, Year End projections and FY20 proposed 
budget for markup using $18 per MWH and one using $17 per MWH hours); additionally dues 
history from FY16 and member dues projections using $17, $17.50 and $18 per.       
 
Sandy Harrington requested clarification from the Board regarding the basis for the MEPAV 
member dues based on questions received in the past 2 dues cycles (*is it MWH hours purchased 
or sold?).  Additionally, the Board considered whether to increase the rate factor per MWH 
(currently $17 per).  
 
Ak Briele made a motion to keep the rate the same at $17, using MWH purchase data, seconded 
by Durwin Joyce, and provided to the Secretary Treasurer by August 1, 2019; so that Member 
dues assessments could be sent out.  The motion was unanimously approved.       
 
Brian O’Dell asked if anyone was using the TD Skills training program that MEPAV purchases. 
Most present either were not using it or were unaware that they have access to the product.  
Brian agreed to reach out to TD Skills and send out the information to the MEPAV   members so 
that they can evaluate the product and determine if MEPAV should continue to pay for the 
training program.  This will be revisited at the August Board meeting.  
 
There was a discussion regarding the lobbying expenses continuing to exceed the budgeted 
amount.  The Board determined to leave the lobbying expenses at the current amount of $55,000.  
There was a motion by Durwin Joyce, seconded by Matt Hagy to adopt the proposed budget; 
(which exceptions noted to adjust the budget at the August MEPAV Board meeting; if revenues 
from the Member dues would be less due to using MWH purchased, not sold).  The motion was 
approved unanimously.   
 
Election of 2019/2020 Officers  
The nominations committee recommended the following for the 2019/2020 Board:  
 
President Mike Stover; Vice President Durwin Joyce; Executive Committee David Jenkins, Tim 
Logwood, and Brian O’Dell.  Matt Hagy made a motion, seconded by Mark Bly, to accept the 
recommendations of the nominations committee and elect the officers/executive committee 
members presented, the motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Future Meeting dates 
August 15, 2019-Holiday Inn Charlottesville 
October 24, 2019-Inn at Virginia Tech 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.  


